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In the meantime, however, the war and its aftermath remained a gap or absence
in history that resisted representation. The early post-war years, dominated by
psychological bewilderment and social and economic uncertainty, were a limbo
period in which the intensity of horror and loss could not be integrated into

normal understanding. (177)
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Mrs Evans-Mawnington, scowling, furious-mouthed, jealous...Mother smug,
saccharine-sweet...shelves of mangled bodies...filthy smells of gangrenous
wounds...shell-ragged, shell-shocked men...men shrieking like wild beasts
inside the ambulance until they drown the sound of the engine... ‘Nellie loves to
be really in it'—no God to pray to because you know there isn’t God—how
shall I Carry on?... ‘Proud to do her bit for the old flag.” Oh, Christ! Of Christ!
(187)
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So, thought Septimus, looking up, they are signaling to me. Not indeed in

actual words; that is, he could not read the language yet; but it was plain

enough, this beauty, this exquisite beauty, and tears filled his eyes as he looked
at the smoke words languishing and melting in the sky and bestowing upon him
in their inexhaustible charity and laughing goodness one shape after another of
unimaginable beauty and signaling their intention to provide him, for nothing,
for ever, for looking merely, with beauty, more beauty! Tears ran down his
cheeks.

It was toffee; they were advertising toffee, a nursemaid told Rezia. Together
they began to spell t...o...f...

‘K...R...” said the nursemaid, and Septimus heard her say ‘Kay Arr’ close to

his ear, deeply, softly, like a mellow organ, but with a roughness in her voice

like a grasshopper’s, which rasped his spine deliciously and sent running up in
his brain waves of sound which, concussing, broke.... Happily Rezia put her

hand with a tremendous weight on his knee so that he was weighted down,

transfixed, or the excitement of the elm trees rising and falling, rising and
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falling with all their leaves alight and the colour thinning and thickening from

blue to the green of a hollow wave, like plumes on horses’ heads, feathers on

ladies’, so proudly they rose and fell, so superbly, would have sent him mad.
But he would not go mad. He would shut his eyes; he would see no more.
(23-4; emphases added)
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And now, curving up and up, straight up, like something mounting in ecstasy,
in pure delight, out from behind poured white smoke looping, writing a T, an O,
an F” (31),
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assembling behind the railings opposite. But he dared not look. Evans was behind
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Coming down the staircase opposite an old man stopped and stared at him.
Holmes was at the door. ‘I’ll give it you!” he cried, and flung himself
vigorously, violently down on to Mrs. Filmer’s area railings. (164; emphasis
added)

He had thrown himself from a window. Up had flashed the ground; through
him, blundering, bruising, went the rusty spikes. (201-2; emphasis added)
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