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These radiant visions of beauty took Alfred King so much by surprise, that he
was for a moment confused (4).
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Octoroons! He [Mr. King] repeated the word to himself, but it did not disen-
chant him. It was merely something foreign and new to his experience, like
Spanish or Italian beauty. Yet he felt painfully the false position in which

they were placed by the unreasoning prejudice of society (14).
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Though he had had a fatiguing day, when he entered his chamber he felt no
inclination to sleep. As he slowly paced up and down the room, he thought to
himself, “My good mother shares the prejudice. How could | introduce them to

her?” Then, as if impatient with himself, he murmured, in a vexed tone,
“Why should I think of introducing them to my mother? A few hours ago I did-
n’t know of their existence.” 0 140000000
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“Excuse me, young ladies, if, in memory of our father’s friendship, | beg of you
to command my services, as if | were a brother, should it ever be in my

power to serve you.” (26)
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At the same moment, a hand rested gently on the Signor’s shoulder, and a
manly voice said soothingly, “Be calm, my friend.” Then, turning to Mr.
Fitzgerald, the gentleman [Mr. King] continued: “Slight as our acquaintance is,
sir it authorizes me to remind you that scenes like this are unfit for a lady’s
apartment.” (236)
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Mr. King compressed his lips tightly for a moment, as if silence were a
painful effort. Then turning to Rosa, he said: “Pardon my sudden intrusion, Miss
Royal. Your father introduced me to the Signor, and I last night saw him at the
opera. That will account for my being in his room to-day.” He glanced at the
Italian with a smile, as he added: “I heard very angry voices, and | thought, if
there was to be a duel, perhaps the Signor would need a second. You must be
greatly fatigued with exertion and excitement. Therefore, | will merely con-
gratulate you on your brilliant success last evening, and wish you good
morning.” (237)
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“Only to think of Mr.Fitzgerald’s coming here! His impudence goes a little
beyond anything | ever heard of. Wasn’t lucky that Boston friend [Mr.King]
should drop down from the skies, as it were just at the right minute; for the
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Signor’s such a flash-in-the-pan, there’s no telling what might have hap-
pened. Tell me all about it,dear.” 02380 0 0 000 O
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But you will recollect that | met her in the freshness of her young life, when she
was surrounded by all the ease and elegance that a father’s wealth and ten-
derness could bestow; and it was unavoidable that her subsequent misfor-
tunes should excite my sympathy. She has never told me anything of her
own story, but from others | know all the particulars. It is not my purpose to
allude to them; (239)
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But she was unconscious of his continual guardianship, and he was careful that
she should remain so. Every night that she went to the opera and returned from
it, he assumed a dress like a driver’s, and sat with him on the outside of the car-
riage,— a fact known only to Madame and the Signor, who were glad
enough to have a friend at hand in case Mr.Fitzgerald should attempt any rash
enterprise (245).
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“What would my dear prudential mother say, to see me leaving my business to
agents and clerks., while | devote my life to the service of an opera-singer? —

and who has been the victim of a sham marriage!”0 2450 000000
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“My dear mother has gone to a sphere of wider vision, whence she can look

down upon the merely external distinctions of this deceptive world.

Rosabella must be seen as a pure soul, in eyes that see as the angels do; and as

the defenceless daughter of my father’s friend, it is my duty to protect her.”
02460000000
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So he removed from his more eligible lodgings in the Piazza di Spagna, and
took rooms in the Corso, nearly opposite to hers, where day by day he con-
tinued his invisible guardianship (246).
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I have loved you from the first evening | saw you. Judging that your affections
were pre-engaged, | would gladly have loved another, if | could; but though |
have since met fascinating ladies, none of them have interested me deeply (250).
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“I do not wish you to experience the illusion of love again,” he replied. “But my
hope is that the devotion of my life may enable you to experience the true and
tender reality.”0 2510 0 00000
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From Madame and the Signor | have learned the whole story of your
wrongs and your sufferings. Fortunately, my good father taught me, both by
precept and example, to look through the surface of things to the reality. | have
seen and heard enough to be convinced that your own heart is noble and
pure. Such natures cannot be sullied by the unworthiness of others; they
may even be improved by it (251).
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Rosa chooses rather to fill the traditional role an upper-class wife, and
from this point on, King comes to dominate the novel, while Rosa

degenerates into helpless dependency. Their marriage becomes a
paradigm of gender and race relations in the post-Civil War world, as
King unilaterally takes the responsibility for undoing the evils slavery has
entailed on the Royal, King, and Fitzgerald families (Karcher 96).
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If you choose to disinherit Gerald, | will provide for his future as if he were my
own son; and | will repay with interest all the expense you have incurred for him
(392).
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I will myself go in search of him, and | will take him [George] to Europe and
have him educated in a manner suitable to his condition, as your descen-
dants and the heir of your property (393).
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I have already invented that sum [$50,000] for George, and placed it in the care
of Mr.Percibal, with directions that the interest shall be added to it from that
date. The remainder of Mr.Bell’s property, with the exception of some legacies,
was unreservedly left to his daughter, | have taken some pains to ascertain the
amount, and I shall add a codicil to my will leaving an equal sum to George. If
I survive Mrs.Fitzgerald, the interest on it will date from her decease; and I shall
take the best legal advice as to the means of securing her property from any
claims, by George or his heirs, after they are informed of the whole story, as
they will be whenever Mrs.Fitzgerald dies (415).
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I intend to employ the young man [George] as one of my agents in Europe; and
if he shows as much enterprise and perseverance in business as he did in escap-
ing from slavery, he will prove an excellent partner for me when increasing
years diminish my own energies. | would gradly adopt him, and have him live
with us; but | doubt whether such a great and sudden change of condition
would prove salutary, and his having a colored wife would put obstructions in
his way entirely beyond our power to remove (416).
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“George will not be derived of any his pecuniary rights” (438).

000000000000000000000000000000000
doddddoooooooooooooooobooboboboobobbobbn
gododoooooooooooobooobobbobbobboboboooo
godddoooooooooboooboooboobbobobbobobbobbobon
godddddoodoooooooooobooboobbobobobbbobbon
OO0O00D0O000O" I have supplanted in his birthright” (383). 000 00O

0 1360



00000000000000000000* birthright” 0000000
gbooooboooboooobooobooboooooobooobooooooon
gobooobooooooboooboobooooooboooooooooon
gooooooooooobooooooboooboooboobooobobooo

gboobooboooboobooboobooooboobooobooobn
gbuobuouooooooboooobobobobobobooooon
gboooobooooooobooooboobooooooboboooooooooon
gboboooboobooooboooboboooooooboooooboOoooooon
gboooboooobooboooboobooboooobooboobooboo
020000000000000000D000DOO0O0DOODOODO
gboboobooooobooboboobobobobobobobobon
gboboz20000000000O000O00O0DOO0O0DOOODOOOOO0O0
gboooobooboooooboooboobooooooboboooboooooooon
gobooobooobooooboooboooooooooooooooooon
gooboooooooooboooobobobobobobobooboon
gbobooboooooooboooobobobobobobooboooon
gboboobooooooobooboobobobobobobooboobon
gbobubouoooooobooodabobobaobaoboboboobon
gbooooboobooooobooooobooooooboboooooooooon
gboboooboobooooboooboboooooooboooooboOoooooon
goobooooooooobooooboboboboboboooooon
gboobooooooobooboooobobobobobobooboooon
gboobooboboobooobooooboboobooona
ooboooOoobOoobOoobOoobooobOooboooobooon 20
gboooobooobooooboooboobooboooooboooobooooooon
gbooooboooooooooobooooooooooboooboooon
goboobooboobbooobuoobuoobooboobooobooo
gboooooboboobooood

01370



<Works Cited>

Bentley, Nancy. “White Slaves: The Mulatto Hero in Antebellum Fiction.” American
Literature, 65.3 (Sept. 1993):502-522.

Child, Lydia Maria. A Romance of the Republic. KY: UP of Kentucky, 1867.
Karcher, Carolyn L. “Lydia Maria Child’s A Romance of the Republic. An Abolitionist
Vision of America’s Racial Destiny.” Slavery and the Literary Imagination. MD: Johns

Hopkins UP, 1989.

————— . The First Woman in the Republic. Introd. Dana D.Nelson. Lexignton: UP of Kentucky,
1997.

Newlyn, Andrea K. “Form and Ideology in Transracial Narratives: Pudd’n Head Wilson and A
Romance of the Republic.” Narrative. 8. 1 (Jan. 2000): 43-65.

Sundquist, Eric J. To Wake the Nations : Race in the Making of American Literature. MA:
Harvard UP, 1993.

Twain, Mark. Pudd’nhead Wilson. NY: Penguin, 1894.

Rosenthal, Debra J. “Floral Counterdiscourse: Miscegenation, Ecofeminism, and Hybridity in
Lydia Maria Child’s A Romance of the Republic.” Women’s Studies. 31. (2002): 221-245.

ooooooooobooboooo0o—-0b000000O0000O0000C0O000B00
0omo200200

oooooooooooo—oooooboooooboooooooomoobooooon
ooboo—-o0o0oo0oboooobooboooooezoe0iod

ooobboboooboooooo—-00000000000000B00000200000

goboooooooobooooooooboOoOoOoOoOobOOoOoOobOboOoOoOoOoOobOoOooon
oomo19400

oobDo0oO0oDOo00ooOoOoooOo0obooOo0oooo0oOono199200

0 1380





